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IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended): A variable voice rate apparatus to control a 
reproduction rate of voice, comprising: 

a voice data generation unit configured to generate voice data from the voice; 

a text data generation unit configured to generate text data indicating a content of the 
voice data , based on the generated voice data ; 

a division information generation unit configured to generate division information 
used for dividing the text data into a plurality of linguistic units each of which is 
characterized by a linguistic form; 

a reproduction information generation unit configured to generate , as reproduction 
information concerning reproduction control of the voice for each of linguistic units, 
information indicating a probability with which preset ones of the linguistic units are 
combined in a preset orde r sot for oaoh of tho linguistic units ; and 

a voice reproduction controller which selects, from the linguistic units, combinations 
of linguistic units each having a probability lower than a preset value, based on the 
reproduction information and the division information, and controls reproduction of the voice 
data corresponding to the selected combinations eaoh of the linguistic units, bas e d on th e 
reproduction information and the division information . 

Claim 2 (Currently Amended): Tho variable voice rate apparatus according to claim 
1 . furth e r comprising A variable voice rate apparatus to control a reproduction rate of voice, 
comprising: 

a voice data generation unit configured to generate voice data from the voice; 



4 



Application No. 10/743,085 

Reply to Office Action of May 21 , 2007 

a text data generation unit configured to generate text data indicating a content of the 
voice data, based on the generated voice data; 

a division information generation unit configured to generate division information 
used for dividing the text data into a plurality of linguistic units each of which is 
characterized by a linguistic form; 

a reproduction information generation unit configured to generate, as reproduction 
information concerning reproduction control of the voice for each of linguistic units, 
information indicating a probability with which preset ones of the linguistic units are 
combined in a preset order; 

a first storage which stores the reproduction information^ J]i_and 

a voice reproduction controller which selects, from the linguistic units, combinations 
of linguistic units each having a probability lower than a preset value, based on the stored 
reproduction information and the division information, and controls reproduction of the voice 
data corresponding to the selected combinations. 

wherein th e voice r e production controll e r acquir e s the reproduction information and 
controls r e production of e ach of the linguistic units. 

Claim 3 (Currently Amended): The variable voice rate apparatus according to claim 
1. further comprising A variable voice rate apparatus to control a reproduction rate of voice, 
comprising: 

a voice data generation unit configured to generate voice data from the voice; 
a text data generation unit configured to generate text data indicating a content of the 
voice data, based on the generated voice data; 
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a division information generation unit configured to generate division information 

used for dividing the text data into a plurality of linguistic units each of which is 

characterized by a linguistic form: 

a reproduction information generation unit configured to generate, as reproduction 

information concerning reproduction control of the voice for each of linguistic units, 

information indicating a probability with which preset ones of the linguistic units are 

combined in a preset order; 

a first storage which stores the reproduction information;7-a»d 

a second storage which stores the voice data and the division informationFMI : and 

wherein the a^voice signal selection unit configured to select from the linguistic units. 

combinations of linguistic units each having a probability lower than a preset value, based on 

the stored reproduction information and the stored division information, and r e production 

controller generates a voice signal , based on the voice data corresponding to the selected 

combinations each of th e linguistic units of the voice data stor e d in the s e cond s torag e , based 

on th e r e production information and th e division information . 



Claims 4-12 (Canceled) 



Claim 13 (Currently Amended): The variable voice rate apparatus according to claim 
14-2, further comprising a detection unit configured to detect each time for reproducing each 
of the linguistic units, 

wherein the voice reproduction controller selects, from the linguistic units by priority , 
combinations of linguistic units each having a probability lower than a preset value, linguistic 
units each of which contains a string of characters having a high e r l e vel of priority than a 
priority l e v e l, b ased on the reproduction information and the division information, a total 
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time for reproducing the linguistic units e ach of which contains th e string of characters being 
not more than a preset time, and controls reproduction of the voice data corresponding to the 
selected combinations linguistic units indep e nd e ntly to each oth e r in r e production . 

Claim 14 (Currently Amended): The variable voice rate apparatus according to claim 
24-, further comprising a detection unit configured to detect each time for reproducing each of 
the linguistic units, 

whereim 

the reproduction information generation unit generates, as the reproduction 
information, information indicating a probability with which pr e s e t on e s of th e linguistic 
units ar e combin e d in a pr e s e t ord e r; and 

the voice reproduction controller selects, from the linguistic units, combinations of 
linguistic units each having a probability lower than a preset value, based on the stored 
reproduction information and the division information, a total time for reproducing the 
linguistic units being not more than a preset time, and controls reproduction of the voice data 
corresponding to the selected combinations, selected combinations of linguistic units being 
controlled ind e p e ndently to each oth e r in r e production. 

Claim 15 (Currently Amended): The variable voice rate apparatus according to claim - 
344, further comprising a detection unit configured to detect each time for reproducing each 
of the linguistic units, a tim e for reproducing each of th e units, 

wherein the voice signal selection unit reproduction controller selects, from the 
linguistic units, combinations of linguistic units each having a probability lower than the 
preset value, based on the stored r eproduction information and the stored division 
information, a total time for reproducing sel e ct e d combination s of the linguistic units being 
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not more than a preset time, and generates a voice signal, based on the voice data 
corresponding to the selected combinations selected combinations of linguistic units being 
controll e d ind e p e ndently to e ach oth e r in r e production . 

Claim 16 (Canceled). 

Claim 17 (Currently Amended): A variable voice rate method of controlling a 
reproduction rate of voice, comprising: 

generating voice data from the voice; 

generating text data indicating a content of the voice dat a, based on the generated 
voice data ; 

generating division information used for dividing the text data into a plurality of 
linguistic units each of which is characterized by a linguistic form; 

generatin g, as reproduction information concerning reproduction control of the voice 
for each of linguistic units, information indicating a probability with which preset ones of the 
linguistic units are combined in a preset orde r s e t for e ach of th e linguistic units ; 

selecting, from the linguistic units, combinations of linguistic units each having a 
probability lower than a preset value, based on the reproduction information and the division 
information; and 

controlling reproduction of the voice data corresponding to the selected 
combinations each of th e linguistic units, bas e d on th e r e production information and -the 
di vis io n informatio n. 
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